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Commissioner for Patents 
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Applicants have reviewed the Restriction Requirement mailed June 2, 2004, wherein the 
Examiner has requested election of one of the following groups: 

I. Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 11-15 and 17-26, drawn to antisense compounds and methods of 
targeting manganese superoxide dismutase, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

II. Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 1 1-15 and 17-26, drawn to antisense compounds and methods of 
targeting copper and zinc superoxide dismutase, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

III. Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 11-15 and 17-26, drawn to antisense compounds and methods of 
targeting catalase, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

IV. Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 11-15 and 17-26, drawn to antisense compounds and methods of 
targeting phospholipid glutathione peroxidase, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

V. Claims 2, 3, 5, 8, 1 1-15 and 17-26, drawn to antisense compounds and methods of 
targeting cytosolic glutathione peroxidase, classified in class 514, subclass 44. 

Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse, the claims of Group IV. Applicants reserve the 
right to file divisional application(s) on the non-elected inventions. 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that Restriction Requirements are 
optional in all cases. M.P.E.P. § 803. If the search and examination of an entire application can made 
without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it arguably may 
include claims to distinct or independent inventions. M.P.E.P. § 803. As evidence that the search and 
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examination of the entire application does not constitute an undue burden, Applicants respectfully 
note that the entire application was in fact searched and examined during previous prosecution (a 
Request for Continued Examination of the present application was filed January 19, 2004). In light of 
this, it is submitted that Applicants should not be required to incur additional costs associated with the 
filing of multiple divisional applications in order to obtain protection for the claimed subject matter. 

Thus, reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is respectfully 
requested. 

Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicants' attorney at (612) 371-2106 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 
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